THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. TX.   ', was divided between the parties of Berengar of Friuli
i and Guido of Spoleto.    The former was chosen king by
; the estates of Lombardy; the latter, and on his speedy
I death his son Lambert, was crowned Emperor by the
! Pope.   Arnulf s descent chased them away and vindicated
jthe claims of the Franks, but on his flight Italy and'the
| anti-German faction at Rome became again free.    Ee-
! rengar was made king of Italy, and afterwards Emperor.
Lewis of Burgundy, son of Boso, renounced his fealty
to Berengar, and procured the imperial  dignity, whose
i vain title he retained through years of misery and exile,
(till A.D. 928?.    None of these Emperors were strong
|enough to rule well even in Italy; beyond it they were
! not so much as recognised.   The crown had become a
I bauble with which unscrupulous Popes dazzled the vanity
of princes whom they summoned to their aid, and soothed
the credulity of their more honest supporters.    The de-
moralization and confusion of Italy, the shameless pro-
fligacy of Rome and her pontiffs during this period, were
enough to prevent a true Italian kingdom from being
built up on the basis of Roman choice and national unity.
Italian indeed it can scarcely be called, for these Emperors

before   Charles   the   Fat's death.

But the new kingdom could not

be considered legacy settled until

the latter date, "and its establish-

: merit is at any rate a part of that

; genera!   break-cp   of   the   gr^at

Care::*;,ran  Empire whereof ~A.D.

SSS marks the crisis.   See Appen-

<Hx A at the end.

It is a curious mark of the reve-
rence paid to the Carolingian blood,
| that Boso, a powerful and ambi-
i tioos prince, seems to have chiefly
I tested his claims on the fact that

he was husband of Irmingard,
daughter of the Emperor Lewis II.
Baron de Gingins la Sarraz quotes
a charter of his (drawn up when
he seems to have doubted whether
to ca'l himself k*ng\ which begins,
* Ego Boso Dei gratia id quod sum,
et conhix mea Irmingardis proles
imperialis.*
* Lewis had been surprised by
Berengar at Verona, blinded, and
forced to take refuge ia his own
kingdom of Provence,